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 NASA’s oldest, continuous program
 Over 100 successful missions since 1958

 Program Objective—Frequent flight opportunities for world-
class scientific investigations

 Uncoupled program of missions with unique science 
capabilities supporting heliophysics and astrophysics science 
goals
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 Mission class characterized by size, schedule, and budget cost 
caps
 MIDEX
 SMEX
 UNEX
 Mission of Opportunity

 Missions solicited through Announcement of Opportunity

 Missions developed in Principal Investigator mode

 Program Management oversight provided by the Explorers 
Program Office at GSFC
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Explorers Missions



Explorers Program Organization Chart
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SMD

Astrophysics & Heliophysics Divisions

Mission Assurance

Robert Calvo 

LV Liaison

Tom Jones

Business Pool

Proj. Support FinancialProcurement

**Explorers & Heliophysics Projects Division (EHPD)

IXPE
Joy Bretthauer, MM

Martin Weisskopf (MSFC), PI

Randy Baggett (MSFC), PM

Ken Lee, Sr. RA

XARM
Lillian Reichenthal, PM

Richard Kelley, PI

Susan Breon, IPM

Carla Conner (acting), Sr. RA

TESS
Jeff Volosin, PM

Vicki Moran, DPM

George Ricker (MIT), PI

Matt Ritsko, DPM/R

GUSTO
Greg Frazier (acting), MM

Christopher Walker (UA), PI

Dewey Adams, (APL) PM

Christine Hinkle (acting), Sr. RA

460 Nick Chrissotimos

Manager, Explorers Program (Assoc. Dir. EHPD**)

Gregory Frazier

Deputy Program Manager – Explorers (Dep. Assoc. Dir. EHPD**)

Christine Hinkle

Explorers Business Manager

Carla Connor

Explorers Deputy Business Manager

Angela Conley

Joe Burt, Deputy Program Manager - Technical

Donna Bird, Program Support Manager

Renan Borelli, Explorers Instrument Systems Manager

Administrative Assistants 
Paula Wood 

Systems Engineer

Shane Hynes, TA

ICON
Renan Borelli, MM

Thomas Immel (UCB), PI

Bill Craig (UCB), PM

Ken Lee, Sr. RA

GOLD
Joyce King, MM

Richard Eastes (UCF), PI

Rory Barrett (LASP), PM

Ken Lee,  Sr. RA
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Explorers Program Master Schedule



 NASA responsibility
 Program administration
 Insight/oversight
 Project review process
 Technical authority
 Launch vehicle procurement

 PI responsibility
 Level-1 science requirements
 Mission implementation
 Technical, cost, and schedule performance
 Peer reviews
 Safety and mission assurance

 MAIP - Mission Assurance Implementation Plan (response to AO 
Explorers Mission Assurance Requirements) 
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